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Tournam ent  Regulat ions
1. ORGANIZATION 
Xadrez Galego,  under the auspices of the Galician Secretary General of Sports and 
Tourism, of the Province of Ourense, Inorde, Expourense, the Asociation Chessplayers Pro-
fessional and the Asociation Chess Clubs Ourense. 

2. VENUE, DATE, SCHEDULE 
The Championship will be held in Orense, Spain from September 24th (day of arrival) until 
September 28th (day of departure) 2009. The playing  venue   is the Congress Hall in  the 
“Pazo dos Deportes Paco Paz”.

Thursday 24.09.2009 09.00-19.00 Arrival of participants

Friday 25.09.2009 10.00 | 14.00
12.00 | 13.00

16.00
17.30
19.00
20.30

ID Player
Opening Ceremony

1st round Rapid Chess
2nd round Rapid Chess
3rd round Rapid Chess
4th round Rapid Chess

Saturday 26.09.2009 10.00
11.30
13.00
17.00

5th round Rapid Chess
6th round Rapid Chess
7th round Rapid Chess

Blitz  tournaments (10 rounds)

Sunday 27.09.2009 10.00
11.30
13.00
16.00
19.00

1/8 Final Rapid Chess /  8th round
1/4 Final Rapid Chess /  9th round

1/2 Final Rapid Chess /  10th round
Final Rapid Chess (1/16)

Closing Ceremony

Monday 28.09.2009 9.00-15.00 Departure

Chess Festival: Chess Classic Mainz
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Int ernat ional  Rapid Open •  Int ernat ional  Women´s Rapid Open

World Bl i t z Open •  World Women´s Bl i t z Open

25 26 27

10.00 h. ID Player

11.00

12.00 Opening ceremony

13.00 /…

14.00 free time / lunch

16.00 free time

17.00

18.00 free time

19.00 Closing ceremony

20.00 / …

The women’s tournaments must have a minimum of 50 participants to be played in para-
llel. Otherwise, they will be integrated into the only category, rapid and blitz tournaments. 
In this case, the prize would remain unchanged.

In the Rapid Tournament s, pairings for the ! rst round will be announced at 10 o’clock 
a.m. on 25th of September and for all other rounds approximately 10 minutes after the 
! nish the last game.

The Chief Arbiter after consultations with ECU and the Organizers may make changes to 
the above tournament schedule. Such changes will be announced in due time. 

3. PARTICIPATION 

Four tournaments are open to all players, up to a limit of 600 players.  

The minimun condition is to cover 50 participants for one Open. If it not is possible, both 
tournaments mixed in: Rapid Chess and Blitz Chess.

4. ENTRY FEES

All / the players / as must register via web form, for the purpose of facilitating the organiza-
tional work. There will be an option to contact with any questions.

Int ernacional  Rapid 
Open

World Bl i t z Open Int ernat ional  Women’s 
Rapid Open

World Women’s Bl i t z 
Open

Titled Players/ 2300 Fide, 
free

Titled Players/ 2300 Fide, 
free

Titled Players/ 2200 Fide, free Titled Players/ 2200 Fide, 
free

Others, 25€ Others, 20€ Others, 25€ Others, 20€
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+55 years, 15€ +55 years, 10€ +55 years, 15€ +55 years, 10€

-20 years, 15€ -20 years, 10€ -20 years, 15€ -20 years, 10€

The accreditation of players will be Friday from 10.00 to 14.00.

5. SYSTEM  AND RATE OF PLAY
The Rapid Tournament s will consist of two stages: 7 rounds played under the Swiss sys-
tem in accordance with FIDE Laws of Chess, leading to the Play Of f   bet ween the top 16 
players. The playing time will be 25 minutes each with an increment of 10 seconds per move, 
starting from move one. 
The Bl i t z Tournament s will consist of 10 rounds and the playing time will be 3 minutes 
each with an increment of 2 seconds per move, starting from move one. If it was necesary, 
by technical problems (digital clocks), it will play with 30’ y 5’ a ! nish, respectively.
For the Rapid Tournaments will be able to be solicitd 2 Byes (1/2 point) for any round ex-
cept for 9ª and 10ª, (they will not be possible byes for play-off). Byes, where appropriate, 
will have to ask for the main referee, before the 15:00 hours of Friday, day 25. 
In the Rapid Tournament, the illegal move or unsportsmanlike conducts could be sanctio-
ned with 2 minutes of advantage in the clock of the opponent the violator, the second illegal 
play will lose the game. In the Blitz Tournament, illegal move loses the game.
The pairings in the Swiss System and the Tie-Breaks, will made with the Swiss Manager. 
6. RANKING AND TIE-BREAK SYSTEM
Swiss Syst em 
The order of players who ! nish with the same number of points shall be determined by 
application of the following tie-breaking procedures in sequence, proceeding from (a) to (b) 
to (c) to (d) to the extent required:

a) Median-Buchholz 1, the highest number wins; 
b) Buchholz, the highest number wins; 
c) Number of wins, the highest number wins; 
d) Progressive Score, the highest number wins. 

In the case of unplayed games for the calculation of (a) and (b) the current FIDE tourna-
ment rules shall be applied: „Independently of the result of an unplayed game (win by Bye, 
win or loss by forfeit, no game because the player has withdrawn or was absent for some 
round(s)) for reasons of tie-break the result shall be counted as a Draw against the player 
himself.“ Annex to FIDE Tournament Rules, pt.1. 
Play Of f  (1/16)  
In the Rapid Tournaments, additional matches of two games will be played with 3 minutes 
each on the clock and an addition of 2 seconds before each move. If this match is again 
drawn, then the sudden-death game will be played with White having 5 minutes on the 
clock and Black having 4 minutes, without any addition. White has to win the sudden-
death game in order to win the match. 
In Blitz Tournaments, the same system, known as -“Guillotine”  or” Armageddon”- will apply: 
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White 5 minutes vs. 4´Black. 
Detailed Tournament Regulations for the tie-break matches and the time schedule will be 
announced on Friday, at the ID players. 
7. QUALIFIERS 
GCF2009 invited to winners with 100% points a “free week in Galicia´s holidays”. 
8. ARBITERS AND APPEALS COMMITTEE
Chief arbiter will be Mr Alvaro Reinaldo (SPA) and his deputies Carlos Dias and Bruno Fui-
gueiredo (POR).
Names of the members of the Appeal Committee will be announced not later than Sept-
ember 24, 2009. 
9. APPEALS PROCEDURE 
In Rapid Tournaments, protests against decisions of the Chief Arbiter must be submitted in 
written form to the Chairman of the appeals committee within ten minutes after comple-
tion of the playing session. 
In Blitz Tournaments, protests against decisions of the Chief Arbiter will be accepted verbally to the 
Chairman of the appeals committee within ! ve minutes after completion of the playing session.
The protest must be accompanied with the sum of 20 €, as a deposit from the signatory. 
The deposit must be handed to the Chairman of the appeals committee. If the appeal 
is granted, the sum shall be returned immediately. If the appeal is refused, the deposit is 
forfeited to the Organization. 
The appeal has to be lodged by the player. The decisions of the Appeals Committee are ! nal.
10. PRIZES:  54 000 EUR

Int ernat ional  Rapid 
Open (24.000 €)              

Int ernat ional  Wo-
men Rapid Open  

(12.000 €)

World Bl i t z Open 
(9.000 €)

World Women 
Bl i t z Open (5.000 

€)

1              
2           
3           
4           
5         
6          
7                 
8                  
9                   
10                    
11…20           
21…30         
31…50    

 5 000      
 3 500   
 2 500             
 1 500    
  1 200  
  1 000     

 900          
800
600
500
300
150
100

1              
2           
3             
4        
5               
6               
7                    
8               
9               
10                     
11…20       
21…30         

3 000       
  1 500    
 1 200  
 1 000     

900
800
600
400
300
200

   150    
60

1            
2            
3            
4                    
5               
6               
7                    
8               
9               
10                     
11…20       
21…30         

2 000 
1 200  

  1 000         
 900
750

  600
400
300

    200    
150
100
50

1                      
2                      
3                        
4                      
5                      
6                    
7                     
8                   
9                   
10                      
11…20         
21…30         

1000
700
600
450
400
300
200
150
120
80
60
40
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Special  prizes Int ernacional  Rapid  [ 3000€] Special  prizes World Bl i t z [ 1000€]

Spain
Galicia
Ourense

120-100-80 €
120-100-80 €
120-100-80 €

100 €
100 €
100 €

Senior (+ 55) 
Junior (- 20)

120-100-80 € 
120-100-80 €

100 €
100 €

Sub- 2400
Sub- 2200
Sub- 2000
Sub- 1800
Sub- 1600

120-100-80 €
120-100-80 €
120-100-80 €
120-100-80 €
120-100-80 €

100 €
100 €
100 €
100 €
100 €

According to Spainish law all prizes are taxable (maximum 18%; minimum amount 300€). 
outNo player may win more than one prize. 
If a prize-winner is absent during the closing ceremony, he/her will forfeit any money prize. 
The ! rst 3 places will also be awarded cups and medals. 

11. ORGANIZATION FEE

For foreing players the organization fee is 36 Euro and it includes: 

- Transfer from airports Vigo, Santiago, A Coruña or Oporto, and from Port/Railway station to 
hotel or Ourense centre and return. Trips, depending on transfer time and number of persons.

- Bus transfers from Ourense centre to the playing hall and back.

- For all players who wish to take advantage of this offer, the organization will provide a 
service of drinks and appetizers available  in the lounge of the tournament venue throug-
hout the festival, for the total sum of 10 euros.

12. ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation and breakfast for players and accompanying persons, will be at the:

Hotel ****  

Single room with breakfast
Double room with breakfast: 

65 Euro
 45 Euro per person/day

Hotel ***                    

Single room with breakfast:                                          
Double room with breakfast:                                             

 50Euro 
40Euro per person/day

Hotel ** 

Single room with breakfast:
Double room with breakfast:  

37 Euro
30 Euro per person/day



Hotel *   

Single room with breakfast:
Double room with breakfast:  

25 Euro
 21 Euro per person/day

The hotels are situated to 5 km away from the Pazo dos deportes Paco Paz. In other cases, 
a supplement for full board will be possible (12 Euro). Players who select half board may 
choose between having lunch or dinner. 

13. PAYMENT

13.1. At the time of registration all  fees should be paid into the Organization’s account.

13.2.  Any foreign bank commission must be paid by the sender. If it is not paid, the orga-
nizers will charge the player by invoice, which must be settled before the end of the second 
round.

14. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS 

14.1. Analyzing is not allowed in the playing hall. The Organization will provide the players 
with an analysis room.

14.2. During the game the players are not allowed to go to the analysis room or the press 
room. 

14.3. Flash photography may be used only in the ! rst ! ve minutes of each round, and the 
! rst two minutes of the tie-break games. During sudden-death games they may be used 
only in the ! rst minute. 

14.4. Only the players and arbiters shall be allowed in the actual playing area, except with 
the express permission of the Chief Arbiter.

14.5. Players are not allowed to enter the closed area of the top boards, unless they  them-
selves are playing there. 

14.6. While the game is in progress a player may talk only to an arbiter or to opponent, as 
permitted by the Laws of Chess. 

14.7. Ilegal move in Active Chess, plus bonnus two minutes for opponent. In Blitz Chess, lose 
the game.

14.8. In case of pre-arranged results the chief arbiter can decide that the result of the res-
pective game is 0 - 0.

14.9. We assume that all the players have read the Tournament Regulations and are obli-
ged to obey them. 

14.10. Players care for your clothes, in orden to support chess image, especially in ceremo-
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nies.

14.11. The English text of these Tournament Regulations is the authentic version. 

15. MEDICAL CARE 

During the Tournament there will be Medical Services according to the FIDE Tournament 
Regulations.

16. SECURITY AND HYGIENE 

There will be safety control and suf! cient toilet facilities for the normal  course of the tournament. 

17. ELECTRICITY

The voltage in Spain is 220 Volts.

18. CURRENCY & EXCHANGE

The local currency is the Euro.

19. VISAS

The Organization will give full support to assist any participants who need an  entry Visa. 
Players must request this 30 days advance.

20. TOURNAMENT OFFICE

Participants may obtain all necessary information from the of! cial tournament web-site:

http://www.galiciachessfestival.com or by email: info@galiciachessfestival.com

Tournament  Of ! ce: (provisional)
Tel/Fax: +34 986 260 259
Ruiseñor 15, 36205 Vigo (Spain)
Ms. Anthea and Mr. Phil Adams (Spanish, Italian, English and French)
adams@galiciachessfestival.com

Ms. Olga Burnova (Spanish, English, German and Russian)
burnova@galiciachessfestival.com

Cont act  permanent  during event :
Organization:
Mr. Pablo García, mobile phone +34 646 524 394 
e-mail: pgarcia@galiciachessfestival.com 
Tournament área:
Mr. Elías González, mobile phone +34 619 152 925
e-mail: egonzalez@galiciachessfestival.com 

Information will also be avilable at the Meeting Point and at all of! cial hotel´s. 
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